Academic Senate
Grossmont College
Monday, November 4, 2013
11:00am – 12:20pm in Griffin Gate
I. CALL TO ORDER
A. Public Comment – Each speaker will be given a maximum of 4 minutes to address the
senate about a non-agendized item or items, with a maximum of 15 minutes allowed for
public comment. The senate may vote to extend public comment at any meeting. Please
contact the senate secretary before the meeting when wishing to speak at public comment.
The senate welcomes all speakers to participate in the discussion on agendized items.
B. Approval of Agenda
C. Approval of Minutes of September 30, October 7 and October 21, 2013

II. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

20 minutes

Updates from the College and District

III. COMMITTEES
None
IV. ACTION ITEMS
None

V. INFORMATION ITEMS*
A.
B.
C.

55 minutes
Transfer Center updates – Sara Moore
Survey results from graduating students, June, 2013:
What our students said they learned at Grossmont – Angela Feres
Resolution Re: ACCJC (circulating statewide by California Federation
of Teachers) - Judd Curran, Sue Gonda (ATTACHMENT A)

*The Academic Senate may move information items to action upon a 2/3 vote.
{Section 5. Quorum
“A simple majority of Senators including Senator designees recognized by the Chair at the openings of meetings shall constitute a
quorum. Senator positions not filled by departments will not be included in quorum determination.” Average number of senators
attending the first three Senate meetings, Fall, 2011: 54}

ATTACHMENT A – Information Item, 10-21-2013
Whereas, The U.S. system of regional accreditation has been well-established and provided essential guarantees
of quality in America’s post-secondary institutions since the 1950’s; and
Whereas, Keys to the overall success of this unique system are a spirit of collaboration and mutual respect
between the regional commissions and their member institutions and a shared focus on the needs and interests
of the student who attend these institutions; and
Whereas, For the last decade, the relationship in the Western region between the Accrediting Commission for
Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) and many of California’s 112 public community colleges (which
collectively constitute 84% of the institutional membership of ACCJC and serve over 95% of the student
enrollments at ACCJC member institutions) has been contentious and, in many instances antagonistic; and
Whereas, The Western region is the only one of the six accrediting regions of the U.S. where a separate
commission exists for the purpose of accrediting two-year institutions rather than having a single commission
accredit both two-year and four-year institutions; and
Whereas, The troubled nature of the relationship between ACCJC and many of its member institutions is
manifested in multiple ways, including the following:
•
•

•
•

The extraordinary frequency and severity of sanctions levied by ACCJC against California community
colleges compared to sanction levels and types seen in other regions and in four-year institutions
accredited by WASC-Senior
Widespread distrust of ACCJC by faculty statewide as reflected in numerous resolutions, articles and
complaints prepared and approved by organizations such as the Community College Council of the
California Federation of Teachers, the Community College Association of the California Teachers
Association, the California Community College Independents, and the Faculty Association of the
California Community Colleges
The creation of two separate Task Forces by two different State Chancellors in order to grapple with the
issues surrounding the accreditation of the system’s colleges
ACCJC’s announcements in July 2012 and July 2013, of its action first to place CCSF on “Show Cause”
and then to deny accreditation to CCSF, effective July 2014, actions which have created an
unprecedented public relations, enrollment and financial crisis for that institution, threatening its very
existence as the only public community college in the City and County of San Francisco, despite
widespread support for the college from the people of San Francisco

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the Academic Senate of NAME OF COLLEGE hereby expresses its deep
concern over the adversarial nature of the relationships between ACCJC and many of California’s community
colleges; and be it
Further Resolved, That this Academic Senate urges careful scrutiny of ACCJC’s work as a regional accreditor
during the upcoming review of ACCJC for federal recognition by the U.S. Dept. of Education (USDOE); and be
it
Further Resolved, That this Academic Senate recommends that the USDOE include in its review of ACCJC
consideration of merging ACCJC and WASC Senior into a single higher education accrediting commission for
the Western region in order to bring the structure of this region’s commission in line with the structure of the
other five regions; and be it

Finally Resolved, That this Academic Senate urges ACCJC itself to consider, in its own self-evaluation, how
ineffective the Commission has been in fostering a spirit of collaboration and mutual respect between itself and
its member institutions and that the Commission take meaningful steps to begin developing a more
collaborative spirit in its work with the California community colleges.

