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Z. Dean Parks

Long-time
Grossmont
educator Parks
dies at 58

Long-time Grossmont College 
instructor Z. Dean Parks died Sun-
day of a heart attack while vaca-
tioning in Italy. He was 58.  At the 
time of his death, Parks was a mem-
ber of the Governing Board of the 
Grossmont Cuyamaca Community 
College District.

Word of Parks’ death spread 
through  the  campus  community 
Monday morning in a memo from 
District  Chancellor  Jeanne 
Atherton. Grossmont President Dr. 
Richard Sanchez, contacted Mon-
day evening, said, “I am very dis-
traught at the loss of such a fine 
individual, a balanced board mem-
ber,  and  a  friend  of  Grossmont 
College.  We’re going to miss him 
very, very dearly.”

Parks was elected to Seat 4 of 
the Governing Board last year after 
retiring from the Grossmont Col-
lege faculty in 1990.  He was chair 
of the Reading Department for 26 
years and taught, by his own esti-
mation,  more  than  16,000 
Grossmont students.

Parks was an East County resi-
dent  for  29  years.   He  was  the 
founder and past president  of an 
international  sports  manufacturing 
corporation, and he was a financial 
adviser and consultant for 14 years.

Parks,  who had a  history of 
heart trouble, was traveling in Eu-
rope with Margo, his wife of 25 
years.  Authorities said Parks was 
stricken early Sunday afternoon in 
a Florence hotel and could not be 
revived.

Funeral  arrangements  were 
tentative, pending plans to return 
Parks’ body to El Cajon.


