
Full-time Grossmont College English instructor, 1964 to 1986.

Marie Sweadner
Obituary
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Marie Sweadner, Retired Grossmont English Teacher Dies  

Marie Sweadner, who retired from Grossmont College in 1985, died on 
October 8, 1998. She had joined the English Department at Grossmont 
College in 1964, the year the new campus opened. She taught Introduction 
to Literature and Technical Writing. Prior to coming to Grossmont College 
she had worked as a technical writer at Convair Astronautics.  

She is remembered in her department as a soft-spoken but very dedicated teacher who held 
her students to a high standard. Her experience in the San Diego aerospace industry made 
her technical writing classes especially interesting and relevant.
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GCCCD Bids Aloha to 39 Retirees 

Approximately 140 district employees, retirees, spouses and friends enjoyed a festive, Hawaiian 
style party at the Bali Hai Restaurant on Shelter Island May 31 to honor those retiring from the 
district during the years 2000-2002. Retirees attending included Virginia Azhocar, Bill 
Bornhorst, Patricia Colorado, Patrick Coyle, Juanita Hernandez, Jan Herrera, Kathleen Klinger, 
Dave Lunsford, Larry Smith, John Shue, James Symington, Gloria Verduzco and Jane West. 
They were presented retirement gifts individually by Bob Eygenhuysen, Director of Risk 
Management, and Peter White, VP Student Services (see pictures). 

The weather was perfect and the Polynesian style buffet dinner, followed by an evening of 
dancing, provided lots of opportunity for socializing and the saying of goodbyes. Many had their 
pictures taken with spouse or friends, all decked out in colorful Hula shirts or dresses and leis. 
Photographs were taken by David Zumaya, including a large number of informal poses, all 
wonderfully professional. 

Click on this thumbnail to see large version of retiree party 
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(The following photos were taken by David Zumaya; subjects are named left to right.) 

Retirees Join Regular Staff at Professional Development Luncheon

Twenty-six retirees joined a group of about 125 regular Grossmont College employees at the Fall Professional
Development luncheon on Monday, August 17 at the Grossmont College Student Center. The joint luncheon
provided an unusual opportunity for retirees to talk with non-retired colleagues as well as fellow retirees, and
vice versa. Because few attending the luncheon realized that both retired and regular employees would be
lunching together, there were numerous queries such as "Aren’t you retired now?", and the reply, "Aren’t you
retired yet?!!". And the retirees could always chuckle and say, "You mean you had to pay for your lunch?"
This joint luncheon was a first and seemed to work out pretty well.

Marie Sweadner, Retired Grossmont English Teacher Dies   
                                                                                                                           Marie Sweadner

Marie Sweadner, who retired from Grossmont College in 1985, died on October 8, 1998. She had joined the
English Department at Grossmont College in 1964, the year the new campus opened. She taught Introduction
to Literature and Technical Writing. Prior to coming to Grossmont College she had worked as a technical
writer at Convair Astronautics.

She is remembered in her department as a soft-spoken but very dedicated teacher who held her students to a
high standard. Her experience in the San Diego aerospace industry made her technical writing classes
especially interesting and relevant.

Jack Lynch Succumbs to Asbestosis            
                                                                                         Jack Lynch

Jack Lynch died on October 16 following six months of illness from the severe respiratory effects of
asbestosis. He had been exposed to asbestos in 1942 while in the Coast Guard working on a damaged ship, the
USS Sterope. He is survived by his wife, Hazel and three daughters.

Jack taught English for many years at El Cajon High School before coming to Grossmont College in 1964,
where he taught in the English department until his retirement in 1982. According to his colleagues, Jack did a
marvelous job of introducing college English, and his students were consequently quite fond of him.

He was an avid reader. One of his favorite writers was Ernest Hemingway, so much so that on a sabbatical to
Paris, he took the time to visit many of Hemingway’s old haunts in that city.

Jack was a frequent contributor of poetry to the local El Cajon Californian (previously Daily Californian)


