Introduction to Political Theory - Political Science 150 – Spring 2012

Meeting Time: M and W 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM
Place: Room 577
Instructor: Dr. Todd Myers 
Telephone Number: 644-7848

Office: 508B
E-mail Address: todd.myers@gcccd.edu; myerst@mail.sdsu.edu
Times Available: Office hours are T and R 10:00 – 11:00 and 12:30 – 1:30. Other times can be arranged as appropriate.  Please contact me 24 hours in advance so I can make certain no conflicts exist with your desired meeting time.

Text: 
Kenneth L. Deutsch and Joseph Fornieri An Invitation to Political Thought
The ideas of economists and political philosophers are more powerful than is commonly understood.  Indeed the world is ruled by little else.

John Maynard Keynes

It is not self-forgetting and pain-loving antiquarianism nor self-forgetting and intoxicating romanticism, which induces us to turn with passionate interest, with unqualified willingness to learn, toward the political thought of classical antiquity. We are impelled to do so by the crisis of our time, the crisis of the West.

Leo Strauss

Science starts from the prescientific existence of man, from his participation in the world with his body, soul, intellect, and spirit, from his primary grip on all the realms of being that is assured to him because his own nature is their epitome. And from this primary cognitive participation, turgid with passion, rises the arduous way, the methodos, toward the dispassionate gaze on the order of being in the theoretical attitude.

Eric Voegelin

Does not the threat of an atomic catastrophe which could wipe out the human race also serve to protect the very forces which perpetuate this danger? The efforts to prevent such a catastrophe overshadow the search for its potential causes in contemporary industrial society. These causes remain unidentified, unexposed, unattacked by the public because they recede before the all too obvious threat from without - to the West from the East, to the East from the West. Equally obvious is the need for being prepared, for living on the blink, for facing the challenge. We submit to the peaceful production of the means of destruction, to the perfection of waste, to being educated for a defense which deforms the defenders and that which they defend.

Herbert Marcuse

Introduction 

Political theory is the field of political science that is concerned with understanding the experiential context and essence of political action.  Coming to an adequate understanding of the context and essence of political action requires an engagement with some fundamental questions about the structure of reality, human nature, the relationship between political and private life, justice, and the human capacity for adequately answering these questions.  Obviously, how we answer these questions will have profound implications for how we choose to live our lives.

We will explore some of the great contributors to the history of political thought.  This historical investigation will be balanced by a close reading of select primary documents dealing with the fundamental problems of politics.  You should keep the following questions in mind as we conduct our investigation:

· What is the structure of reality posited by the thinker?

· How does the thinker view human nature?

· What sorts of debates or concerns dominate the discourse of the thinker?

· What are the practical outcomes if the thinker is taken seriously?

· What ideological lenses are you bringing to your investigation and what assumptions do you have about reality and human nature as you select your evaluative criteria to judge the practical outcomes of the various thinkers?

Studying ideas is one of the great exercises that a university is capable of sustaining. Developing your reflective capabilities is perhaps one of the most important things you can do to prepare yourself for the adventure of life.  A course in political theory should facilitate these important goals if you are willing to make the effort.

Readings, Tests, and Assessment Schedule
Week 1

Introduction to An Invitation to Political Thought and Plato

January 23

January 25

Week 2

Plato

January 30

February 1

Week 3

Aristotle

February 6

February 8

Week 4

St. Augustine

February 13 Test 1 – Intro, Plato, and Aristotle
February 15

Week 5

St. Augustine
February 20 Washington’s Birthday
February 22

Week 6

St. Thomas

February 27

February 29

Week 7

Luther and Calvin

March 5

March 7

Week 8

Machiavelli

March 12 Test 2 Augustine, Aquinas, Luther and Calvin

March 14
Week 9

Machiavelli

March 19

March 21

Week 10

Machiavelli and Hobbes

March 26

March 28

Week 11

Hobbes and Locke

April 2

April 4

Week 12

Locke and Rousseau

April 9

April 11

Week 13

April 16 Spring Recess
April 18 Spring Recess
Week 14

April 23 Political Economy Week
April 25 Political Economy Week
Week 15

Rousseau 
April 30

May 2 Test 3 Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau
Week 16

Marx

May 7

May 9

Week 17

Nietzsche

May 14

May 16

Week 18

May 21 Final Exam and paper due
Student Learning Outcomes
After completing this course students will:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have the skills to:
1. Compare and contrast the various approaches to political theory by major political thinkers.

2. Assess the factors underpinning various ideologies and how these drive current political movements.

3. Critically evaluate different conceptualizations of the appropriate relationship between the individual and society.

Assessments and Grading Policies

Attendance and Participation 10%

You are expected to attend lectures on a regular basis and attendance will be taken.  I reserve the right to drop you from the course if you miss more than three classes. You should read the materials assigned for each week and have questions about those materials for class discussion. This class lives or dies on the basis of your participation. You may also be expected to engage in various group activities. .  Give thoughtful responses to the questions the instructor asks you. Do not use lap tops, e-messaging devices or any other technology devices that will hinder you from being present in the class.  The classroom is a special space where we can come together and learn about important things and you should respect that space.  Remember to be polite to both your instructor and fellow classmates since failure to be so will negatively impact your participation grade. .  If you violate these basic principles, I will ask you to leave the classroom and you will be counted absent for that day. If you continue to be rude and disruptive during the course, you will be suspended for two days for each such incident.   
Political Economy Week 10%

You will be expected to attend two political economy week events and write a two page reaction paper that identifies the argument of the speaker or speakers at the events you choose to attend and offers your thoughtful response to their arguments.  Approaching these papers from a theoretical perspective is essential to receiving full credit for this exercise.

Biographies 20%

Over the course we will be building the Encyclopedia of Modern Political Thought.  Each of you will select two different significant political thinkers from the twentieth or twenty-first century.  Each entry will be 500-750 words in length and should be built upon at least five outside scholarly resources.  You should also read a sampling of your thinkers’ writings and include some of those writings in your bibliography. Below is a sample biography. 
Entry: Lu Xun (1881 – 1936)

Lu Xun is generally acknowledged as China’s greatest twentieth century author.  His sardonic humor, literary skill, and sense of the absurd made him an effective advocate of Chinese nationalism, the rejection of a self-satisfied traditionalism, and the need to embrace a pragmatic program of modernization.  The victory of Mao Zedong would turn him into “the Chief Commander of China’s cultural revolution” and because of this embrace by power, make him an ambiguous icon of the spirit of political and social criticism.

Born and raised in Shaoxing, Jiangan, as Zhou Zhangshou, Lu Xun belonged to a prominent family that was in decline.  A bribery scandal involving Lu Xun’s grandfather punctuated this descent. The difficulties associated with the family’s bad luck made the less expensive Westernized educational opportunities afforded by the Jiangan Naval Academy and later the School of Mines and Railways, attractive educational opportunities for young Zhou Zhangshou.

During the period of his scientific education from 1898 to 1904, he not only mastered a technical curriculum, but he became familiar with various Western writers such as John Stuart Mill, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Sir Walter Scott, and the evolutionary theorist, Thomas Huxley.  A hybrid of Darwinism and romantic idealism play a major role in Lu Xun’s concept of nationalism. 

Studies in Japan from 1902-1909 would be important to reinforcing his commitment to nationalism.  He came to Japan and initially studied medicine but became disillusioned with medicine as he became more and more aware of the spiritual illness he perceived to plague the Chinese nation. Lu Xun prescribed art and literature as the medicine most likely to cure an ailment of the spirit. He put down his scalpel and picked up his pen and began his literary career. During this time, Friedrich Nietzsche’s Thus Spake Zarathustra inspired him, which led to a creative piece about the power of demonic writers to transform society.

When he returned to China, his vision of the artist set the tone for how he would confront the failings of the Revolution of 1911 to remedy China’s weakness.  Some of his most appreciated short stories such as “A Mad Man’s Diary”, “Medicine”, and “The True Story of Ah-Q” were written during this turbulent period.  His criticism of Chinese tradition as being cannibalistic and his endorsement of pragmatic action made him an icon of the May Fourth Movement (1919).  He also supported patriotic movements through out the twenties including the May 30th (1925) and March 18th (1927) movements.

Through observing the dynamics of these patriotic movements, Lu Xun began to perceive the insufficiency of the creative superman and the forces of evolution to lead to progress in China’s political situation and began to explore the usefulness of class struggle as a path to national survival.  He engaged in various literary battles that forced him to forge a more solidly Marxist-Leninist identity and developed the political essay as his primary literary art form.  The political positions he took during this time period, particularly his support of Mao Zedong, would determine his legacy. Lu Xun died in 1936 of tuberculosis.
Lu Xun’s death, despite the fact that he never joined the Chinese Communist Party, made him a communist saint.  Lu Xun’s spirit of attack and reform was invoked by Chairman Mao, and found similar polemical use by those as varied in political outlook as the Red Guards, the Gang of Four, Capitalist Roaders, protestors at Tiananmen Square, and present Chinese dissidents.  Recent scholarship has focused on situating Lu Xun in the Confucian tradition of remonstrance, understanding the relation of evolution to his thinking, discerning the meaning of individualism for his thought, and questioning an overly simplistic interpretation of the evolution of his thought towards Marxism-Leninism. 
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Your biographies will be evaluated on writing quality, substance (did you accurately discover what the relevance of the thinker is to present and past political debates and events), and quality of research (did you discover the best scholarship on the thinker presently available).  Only one biography per political theorist will be accepted.  The first person to approach me with an idea for an entry in the encyclopedia will be assigned that entry.  Getting to me first will make certain that you get to work on your preferred choices.

You can refer to the Routledge Dictionary of Twentieth Century Political Thinkers for appropriate suggestions about appropriate figures to write your biographies on.  Please do not use reference resources in your bibliographies.  Also, include at least one book length resource that you have read in your bibliography for each thinker.
Four Tests 60%

There will be four tests administered over the course of the semester and you will be permitted to drop the lowest score.  Each test will be worth 20% of your grade.  The tests may be multiple choice, true false, brief impromptu responses to questions posed by the instructor or essay type questions.  The tests may or may not be cumulative.  I will let you know before each exam.
Plagiarism will result in no credit for the plagiarized assignment. 

The following table contains the grading scale on which you will be evaluated: 

Grading Scale: 
A =  90, B = +80, C = +65, D = 60, F = Below 60

Grade consequences for less than completed performance of course requirements: 

1. Written assignments will be lowered a letter grade if turned in late. 
2. In-class presentations, tests, and individual presentations cannot be made up if missed. 

The instructor reserves the right to use his discretion in individual circumstances that may not be covered by this syllabus or if the application of the rules of the syllabus would result in a miscarriage of justice. . If you have any problems with the class or the instructor please come to talk to me about these issues during office hours so that we can work the issues out.  I am a reasonable person and will try to address your concerns in a manner that will be mutually satisfactory. If you are not satisfied with the resolution we arrive at, you should contact my Chairman, Brian Jennings.


For Students with Special Needs

Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact disabled student services & programs (DSP&S) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible.  Students may contact DSP&S in person in room 110 or by phone at (619) 644-7112 or (619) 644-7119 (tyy for deaf).
Supervised Tutoring Referral
Students are referred to enroll in the following supervised tutoring courses if the service indicated will assist them in achieving or reinforcing the learning objectives of this course:

IDS 198, Supervised Tutoring to receive tutoring in general computer applications in the Tech Mall;

English 198W, Supervised Tutoring for assistance in the English Writing Center (Room 70-119); and/or

IDS 198T, Supervised Tutoring to receive one-on-one tutoring in academic subjects in the Tutoring Center (Room 70-229, 644-7387)

To add any of these courses, students may obtain Add Codes at the Information/Registration Desk in the Tech Mall.

All Supervised Tutoring courses are non-credit/non-fee.  However, when a student registers for a supervised tutoring course, and has no other classes, the student will be charged the usual health fee.
About the Instructor

My professional background includes a stint in West Africa as an agricultural teacher trainer, work as a sales rep for Prentice Hall Publishing, internships in a variety of agencies for the State of Louisiana, curriculum development and teaching for the Institute of Reading Development, and educational and national security consulting for a variety of federal government agencies.  I have been teaching at Grossmont for the past six years and joined the faculty as a full time member in the Fall of 2005.

I have been a student for most of my life and have a Bachelor's of Arts from Eureka College in Illinois, a Master in Public Administration from Louisiana State University, and a Ph.D. in political science from that same university.  I have studied in Germany where I was awarded a Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst Stipendiat (The German government's version of the Fulbright Grant) to study political science, economics, and philosophy. I also have studied in Brazil as a Ronald W. Reagan Fellow. Most recently, I have received awards from the NEH to study Chinese culture, the Freeman Foundation to study Japanese culture, and the Lehrman Institute and the James Madison Institute at Princeton University to study American statesmanship.  I am deeply interested in the relationship between politics and the stories peoples tell about themselves.  I have been published in the International Encyclopedia of Political Science, the Encyclopedia of Cultural Sociology, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Latin American Relations, and Education About Asia.  My present research projects include developing a student-centered think tank focusing on political, cultural, and economic reforms in Asia, writing about American foreign policy and wars in Asia, and writing about the use of film as a medium expressing social critique and order.

In my free time (Is there such a thing?), I read for pleasure (I like to read literature written by Nobel laureates, history, philosophy and economic theory), read, watch, and listen to the news (I like NPR and read the New York Times), play strategy games, spend time with my wife and my two sons, run, play frisbee, and appreciate nature.

