Take Home Test 2 – Political Theory 150
Answer the following three questions.  Your essay should be a minimum of six blue book pages in length and should offer detailed insight into the thought of the ideologies you are investigating including references to key actors, thinkers, historical events, documents, and conceptual controversies.  

1. Discuss in detail whether Stalin’s creation of a totalitarian state was an inevitable part of the logic of Marxist-Leninist doctrine or an idiosyncratic interpretation of that doctrine.  Was violence a necessary component of propelling Russia forward into the industrial age? What do your conclusions imply for the various efforts to reform the Soviet system during the Khrushchev and Gorbachev eras?

2. Discuss in detail how Mao Zedong contributed to the evolution of Marxist thought. How did Mao’s interpretation of communism both confirm and contradict the Soviet experience?  Were Mao’s various economic experiments in accordance with the goals embedded in Marxist-Leninist philosophy?  Was Mao correct to pursue a more adversarial path to the West in the face of Soviet attempts to reconcile with the West?  How can Mao’s oppositional stance toward the West be reconciled with the reformist impulses of Deng Xiaoping?  Is economic liberalization possible without weakening the Chinese Communist Party’s grasp on power?

3. Discuss the evolution of fascist and national socialist doctrine in detail.  How do these two doctrines differ from liberal democratic theory? What is the role of the state in these two doctrines?  How do these two doctrines differ in their conception of race?  Explain why these two doctrines glorify war and struggle.  Why do liberals choose the more controlled struggle of the market and even propose helping those losing the market struggle through public aid instead of embracing the social Darwinism that appears to be an important part of these state and or race centered ideologies?

