Essay – 25%

Racial relations within the United States have been a prominent problem for our Republic since its founding.  Discuss the evolution of race relations and public policy within the United States through the lenses of American political culture, constitutional history, federalism, and civil liberties and civil rights history.  Has racial policy been set by elites, majorities, interest groups, or bureaucracies?  Be certain to write an outline and remember to answer the question by touching on all of the themes discussed in the question.
I. Introduction – Core values and tensions – American Dilemma by Gunnar Myrdal
II. Historical Background of Race and the Constitution – the North South Compromise – Charles Beard and his Economic Interpretation of the United States Constitution – elite theory of politics

III. Federalism and Missouri Compromise – Dred Scott Case – Going on to the Civil War – the Courts decided to over turn Congressional law – elite theory

IV. Reconstruction – 13th, 14th, 15th amendments – Congress and the states that are not disenfranchised make laws – a sectional Majoritarianism

V. The End of Reconstruction and Jim Crow Laws – Plessy v. Ferguson – The Courts allow separate but equal – Integration of the military – Harry Truman – Brown v. Topeka Board of Education et. Al.

VI. Civil rights – 1964, 1965, and 1968 civil rights acts – de jure discrimination ends -affirmative action – UC Board of Regents v. Bakke, Prop 209 in California, Gruttner v. Bollinger, Gratz v. Bollinger – Political Elites

VII. Civil liberties – Disproportionate jailing of minorities – unequal application of the death penalty – driving while black and other issues concerning equal protection under the law.

VIII. Conclusion – Jena 6 – expansion of proposition 209 movements – the belief that affirmative action is still legitimate from the perspective of social elites though as elections in Michigan and California have shown – the people have rejected affirmative action - majoritarianism
